
 

TOWN BOARD 
TOWN OF SULLIVAN 
REGULAR MEETING 

December 16, 2020 
5:00 PM 

 
 
A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Sullivan was convened by Supervisor John 
Becker at 5:00 p.m. on December 16, 2020. 
 
The meeting was held via Zoom.  The link and passcode to join the meeting was posted on the 
Towns website for the public to join. 
 
Members present were: Supervisor John Becker; Councilors John Brzuszkiewicz, Jeff Martin, 
Kerry Ranger and Tom Kopp; Comptroller Beth Ellis; Attorney for the Town John Langey; and 
Highway Superintendent Andy Busa. 
 
The meeting opened at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge to the flag was led by Supervisor Becker. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 18, 2020 MEETING MINUTES  
 
A motion was duly made by Councilor Martin, seconded by Councilor Kopp, and unanimously 
approved by the Board to approve the minutes from the November 18, 2020 Town Board meeting, 
with no further discussion. 
 
The following Roll Call vote was taken to approve the minutes of November 18, 2020: 
 

John E. Brzuszkiewicz Councilor Voted Yes 
Thomas J. Kopp Jr. Councilor Voted Yes 
Kerry Ranger Councilor Voted Yes 
Jeffrey Martin Councilor Voted Yes 
John M. Becker Supervisor Voted Yes 

 
 

LOCAL LAW NO. D OF 2020 PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Supervisor Becker requested to open the public hearing for Local Law No. D of 2020.  A motion 
was made by Councilor Kopp, seconded by Councilor Martin to open the public hearing, with no 
further discussion. 
 
The following Roll Call vote was taken to open the public hearing on Local Law No. D of 2020: 
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John E. Brzuszkiewicz Councilor Voted Yes 
Thomas J. Kopp Jr. Councilor Voted Yes 
Kerry Ranger Councilor Voted Yes 
Jeffrey Martin Councilor Voted Yes 
John M. Becker Supervisor Voted Yes 

 
The public hearing on Local Law No. D of 2020 was opened at 5:07 p.m.  The Board asked if there 
was anyone to speak concerning the Law. 
 
Mr. John Butzgy from Shackleton Point Road attended the meeting via Zoom.  Mr. Butzgy had 
reached out to the Board with a letter stating his position and concerns.  Mr. Butzgy was trying to 
finalize the sale of land he owns to a proposed solar company, by the name of Sea Band, when he 
heard of the Town working on the Solar Law.  Mr. Butzgy feels the property is perfect for a Solar 
Farm, as it is a wooded area and not ideal for residential housing. He would like the Town to 
consider that when making their decision. 
 
Councilor Kopp had taken a ride out to see the area and agreed this was a “wooded area” but wasn’t 
exactly sure where the property was located.  Councilor Martin asked Attorney for the Town John 
Langey, what type of Variance could be done at some point to assist Mr. Butzgy and if that was 
possible.  He would have to apply for a Use Variance from the Town of Sullivan Zoning Board. 
 
Supervisor Becker is concerned with impervious surfaces.  The Town of Fenner currently has Solar 
Farms and the runoff is a concern to surrounding areas. 
 
Councilor Brzuszkiewicz stated the Board has had many conversations on this subject.  Oneida 
Lake is a resource that the Town has always protected and will continue to do so.  He believes not 
many residents in the area are aware of this property being considered for sale for the purpose of 
a Solar Farm. 
 
Councilor Ranger stated he inquired on the thoughts of a few neighbors within the area, who had 
a negative initial response on a Solar Farm in the area. 
 
Attorney for the Town Langey stated there are many concerns from areas that have had Solar 
Farms installed in their neighborhoods.  Possible changing hands of companies who installed the 
Solar Farms is a concern.  Landowners need to be aware of Solar Companies that may go bankrupt 
during the project without posting bonds for the project, leaving homeowners with the costs of 
cleans up, violations during installations, etc. 
 
To ensure the public and any companies who may have further questions, Supervisor Becker stated 
he’d like to leave the public hearing open until the next meeting on January 6, 2021. 
 
Supervisor Becker requested keep the public hearing for Local Law No. D of 2020 open until 
January 6, 2021, with no further discussion. 
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The following Roll Call vote was taken to keep the public hearing on Local Law No. D of 2020 
open: 
 

John E. Brzuszkiewicz Councilor Voted Yes 
Thomas J. Kopp Jr. Councilor Voted Yes 
Kerry Ranger Councilor Voted Yes 
Jeffrey Martin Councilor Voted Yes 
John M. Becker Supervisor Voted Yes 

 
 

FUEL BIDS 
 
The Highway Superintendent received one bid for fuel in 2021.  The bid received was from Buell 
Fuel in Deansboro, New York.  This bid was opened with the following rates for fuel: 
 

Diesel: 1.71 
Winter Mix: 1.78 
Gasoline: 1.467 (Fluctuating) 
Propane: 1.14 

 
Supervisor Becker stated a motion was needed to accept the 2021 bid from Buell Fuel for Diesel, 
Winter Mix, Gasoline and Propane.  A motion was made by Councilor Martin, seconded by 
Councilor Ranger to accept the fuel bid from Buell Fuel with no further discussion. 
 
The following Roll Call vote was taken to accept the bids for fuel from Buell Fuel: 
 

John E. Brzuszkiewicz Councilor Voted Yes 
Thomas J. Kopp Jr. Councilor Voted Yes 
Kerry Ranger Councilor Voted Yes 
Jeffrey Martin Councilor Voted Yes 
John M. Becker Supervisor Voted Yes 

 
 

PURCHASE FOR 2021 TWO (2) PICKUP TRUCKS 
 
Supervisor Becker asked Highway Superintendent Andy Busa to get prices on two pickup trucks.  
One truck is for the Parks and Recreation Department and one truck is for the Highway 
Department.  The following quotes were received: 
 

• One (1) 2021 Ford F-250 4x4 Long Box, quote number NYS-Sullivan-111920A, 
in the amount of $40,427.92 was from NYE Ford 1479 Genesee St. Oneida, NY 
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13421.  This is for the Parks Department. 
 

• One (1) 2021 Ford F-250 XL 4x4, quote number NYS-Sullivan-103020A, in the 
amount of $37,469.70 from NYE Ford 1479 Genesee St. Oneida, NY 13421.  This 
is for the Highway Department. 

 
A motion was made by Councilor Brzuszkiewicz, seconded by Councilor Martin to accept the 
quotes from NYE Ford, with the only discussion being that of color and it was decided to get two 
(2) white trucks.  Delivery to be taken in 2021. 
 
Thereafter, the following action took place, to wit: 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Sullivan Parks and Recreation Department and Highway Department 
have previously advised the Town Board of the Town of Sullivan of their continuing need to repair, 
replace and update its fleet of equipment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Parks and Recreation Department has advised of its desire to acquire a 
new 2021 Model Year Ford F-250 Regular Cab XL 4x4 Pickup with plow equipment and other 
associated equipment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Sullivan Highway Department has advised of its desire to acquire a new 
2021 Model Year Ford F-250 XL 4x4 Crew Cab Long Box with associated equipment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town has placed a request through the Office of General Services Vehicle 
Marketplace (NYS OGS Contract PC68947) and received an offer and proposal on same; and 
 
WHEREAS, purchase through the Office of General Services Vehicle Marketplace is compliant 
with the provisions of General Municipal Law §104; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Sullivan Parks and Recreation Department and Highway Department 
have utilized said services to obtain a bid, which bid upon review by the Town Board has been 
deemed to have achieved the best price for such equipment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the bid price for such equipment from the Office of General Services Vehicle 
Marketplace has been determined to not exceed Forty Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Seven and 
92/100 Dollars ($40,427.92) and Thirty-Seven Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Nine and 70/100 
Dollars ($37,469.70), respectively, from retailer NYE Automotive Group (Fleet Department); and 
 
WHEREAS, such procurement constitutes a Type II action for purposes of State Environmental 
Quality Review and, as a result, no environmental impact is anticipated. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Sullivan Town Board hereby 
authorizes the Town Supervisor to execute any necessary documents to purchase a new 2021 



Town of Sullivan 
Town Board Meeting 
December 16, 2020 
Page 5 
 
Model Year Ford F-250 Regular Cab XL 4x4 Pickup with plow equipment and other associated 
equipment and a new 2021 Model Year Ford F-250 XL 4x4 Crew Cab Long Box with associated 
equipment, in amounts not to exceed Forty Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Seven and 92/100 
Dollars ($40,427.92) and Thirty-Seven Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Nine and 70/100 Dollars 
($37,469.70), respectively, through the Office of General Services Vehicle Marketplace from NYE 
Automotive Group (Fleet Department), 1479 Genesee Street, Oneida, New York 13421 (NYS 
OGS Contract PC68947), upon the terms provided in the submitted proposal utilizing funds from 
the appropriate Parks and Recreation Department and Highway Department Funds. 
 
The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll call, 
the vote was as follows: 
 

John E. Brzuszkiewicz Councilor Voted Yes 
Thomas J. Kopp Jr. Councilor Voted Yes 
Kerry Ranger Councilor Voted Yes 
Jeffrey Martin Councilor Voted Yes 
John M. Becker Supervisor Voted Yes 

 
The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
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Supervisor Becker stated he would be turning the meeting over to Deputy Supervisor Jeff Martin 
for discussion and consideration for the Safari possible PDD.  Supervisor Becker had previously 
recused himself from this matter.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 
 
 

THE WILD DRIVE THRU SAFARI PDD 
 
Discussion was opened by Councilor/Deputy Supervisor Jeff Martin on the possibility of the Town 
Board granting a PDD for the Taylor/Safari project.  Unfortunately, the required paperwork has 
not been completed by the property owner and applicant for the Board to consider granting the 
PDD for the property. Councilor Martin has been in discussions with the owner and it is clear that 
a request for more time is needed for the Taylor/Safari, to complete the proper paperwork that is 
required for the developers to complete.  The Board agreed to delay the Taylor/Safari PDD 
decision until the January 21, 2021 meeting and direct Attorney for the Town John Langey to make 
a report to the Court to hold this matter in abeyance until January 22, 2021. 
 
Members from the neighborhood who are not in support of such a venture spoke to the Board as 
they have stated the project has disrupted their neighborhood.  They have also submitted written 
comments on this. Councilor Martin assured the neighbors the Board was taking their comments 
very seriously. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Brzuszkiewicz, seconded by Councilor Kopp to adjourn the 
meeting at 5:26 p.m. 
 
The following roll call vote to go adjourn the meeting: 
 

John E. Brzuszkiewicz Councilor Voted Yes 
Thomas J. Kopp Jr. Councilor Voted Yes 
Kerry Ranger Councilor Voted Yes 
Jeffrey Martin Councilor Voted Yes 
John M. Becker Supervisor Voted Yes 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Beth Ellis 
Comptroller 
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